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The Alcohol Question in the Light
of Social Ethics

O man lives for himself alone. If a person were the sole inhabitant of a
little planet, he would never need to think of anything but his own woe

or welfare. IHe would be isolated; his will and conduct would reach no

further than his own little circle of one.
Man As a Member of Society

Actually, however, mankind is an organic unit. We are right in comparing
the human race to a tree of which nations form the branches, and individual
men only the green and quickly fading leaves, though it is true that this com-
parison does not allow for the other side of man—his personality. Every one
lives his own inner life and must himself bear the responsibility for his acts.
Everything else is only a means to his mental and spiritual development, for
improvemerit of his natural capacities, his development to a refined, noble, ma-
ture, moral personality, is the most important aim of every individual. But along
with the perfection of one’s individual endowments must go recognition of man
as a member of the whole, of his close dependence upon the fate of the com-
munity with regard to what he gives and what he receives from society. Man-
kind has a solidarity of interests from which no individual dare hold aloof. As

the individual receives from society his subsistence, his training, and his citzen-
ship, as he is, therefore, in many respects a product of his social cendition, so
also is he responsible to society for his omissions and commissions; he can not

and dare not withdraw himself. This is the standpoint of social ethics.
It is easy to understand why these social-ethical c9nsiderati0ns have attained
especial importance at the present time. In earlier times when population was
d intercourse very limited. But now,

sparse, economic life was Very simple and int
crowded living conditions, continued specialization of labor, an enormous increase

of mental and material intercourse have made the relation of individuals to one
another and to the community much closer, the possibility of influencing the fate
and conduct of others and of being influenced by them much greater than for-
merly. Tor this reason we must exert every effort to increase the sense of
responsibility toward the whole, and systematic, far-sighted care for the welfare
of the whole.
Social Ethics as a Standard

Ethics is a natural science. Its theme is the necessity of existence which is
identical with what the orthodox regard as the “will of God.” Its starting point
is the conviction that human conduct is not an occurrence brought about simply
by the working of natural laws, but that it can and should he a course of action
guided by purpose, a procedure self-devised and self-determined under the direc-
tion of regulating principles.
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Social ethics has to do with the ideal human community life, according to
which it lays down the conditions for the formation of character and the elevation
of conduct. Economic, social and political conditions are, as it were, raw ma-
terial to be transformed by the influence of moral ideas and reshaped to a
higher type of existence. Hence, the more highly developed the state of civili-
zation, the more comprehensive and profound the changes occurring in it, the
more difficult as a general thing, will be the task of ethics, and, the more
necessary also, will it be for all-important questions to be tested by the light
of social ethics.

The principal questions that will always arise will be: Are existing condi-

tions actually necessary? How are they related causally to one another or to
the general conception and conduct of life? How may they be improved?
th;t effect does a given course of conduct have upon the welfare of the commu-
nity:
. .It i.s evident that one can impute morality only to a person
institution or a society. No institution acts of itself but only by t
conduct of the persons it represents,
sonal will, which in itself is powerful.
maki(irgg;;x:)lz:igloensgh:rzzlp;z;:n:itn;z:;;’iage to th_at of t-he 's'fate, are means for
: co-operation of individuals:
time, they are permanently organized and maintai :
of these individuals. To attribute to the institutio
.and a kind of impersonal and gregarious moralit
imagination.

Social ethics, according to our meaning is
a higher standard by which the web of human a,c
in its thousand-fold complications.

To think along the lines of socj i i
al ethics means increasin 1 i
- £ gly quickened sensi-
bility to the mut;:al and de.penfience of good and evil; it means seeing the con-
se((qjuex;lces upon human solldan.ty of the prevailing needs, abuses and morality
and the recognition of collective responsibility for them: it means measurinrr’
b o

one’s own conduct by the effects it will h
. ave u i
munity. It means a feeling of fellow res ibility, fo T et Ao

of one’s brothers, and incites to active e
protection of the individual against evils.

An illustration may make the matter clearer:
the duty of regarding personal health as a bless.'
rational way. It is to be deploreq that many do n l‘?
about this duty. Very many persons look upon h0
granted to some and denied to others e
are as a .rule to a great extent the wages of a correc

But it is by no means the individual alone who h
healtP.L Every dis_tm"bance of it extends its consequences to hij i
The ill-humor or irritable behavior of one individual is ¥ env1ronm€ﬂ't‘
the home. Serious illness of the father brings anxiety cai: ann}?yance e ”;
.to all members of the family. If he is an official, hi,s ass;)p'er = ac'tual i
1enced.. If he becomes prematurely unable to work, he i oy 111c.or1veﬂ‘
get which provides his pension. ’ “ristes s public bad.

In special circumstances, for exam
eases, this regard for the public 1

ality, not to an
. he decisions and
The real basis of customs is always per-

at the same
ned by the orderly conduct
ns an independent existence
y 1s simply a fiction of the

t'hereforc, a higher viewpoint,
tion is inspected and measured

Individual ethics teaches us
g and of caring for it in a
seem to want to know much
Ith as an accidental blessing
physical buoyancy and vigor
t all-round conduct of life.

as an interest in his personal

, while in fact,

ple, during epidemics of infectious dis-

hecom
%s a matter of much greater importance.

Then, the question is not simply, What must I do or cease doing to keep well,
but how ought every individual so to conduct himself that the health, strength
and vigor of the whole community will be preserved? Out of this grow new
duties as to personal behavior, or at least, old duties appear in a new and
clearer light. Care as to expectoration is a seli-evident requirement of hygiene.
The anti-spitting notices related to the spread of tuberculosis, posted in places
of heavy traffic, serve as a kind of education of the social-hygienic conscience.
Cleanliness in the matter of food is always proper and healthful; indifference here
in times of cholera may dreate an infection area and endanger the lives of many.
The herdsman who ranges the plain and meets no one all day long need not
especially trouble himself about the care of excretions; but in the city, negli-
gence in such matters may lead to a ravaging typhus epidemic, and from the
standpoint of social ethics must be termed a gross lack of principle.

Alcoholism a Social Question

With these considerations we are brought very close to the alcohol question.
One more step and we meet it. Of course here, too, we can gain important
knowledge by looking at the question from the individual standpoint and thereby
arrive at a definite position. We are greatly indebted to scientists for their tire-
less investigations of the physical and mental effects of alcohol upon the indi-
vidual body. These scientific results will open the eyes of all who will look.
But the light shed upon the alcohol question by social statistics, social hygiene
and social ethics makes the eyes overflow, for one can hardly mention a vital
question of the day that is not interwoven with the alcohol question.

How the Modern Alcohol Question Differs from That of Antiquity

Present day alcoholism which we so much lament, this wide network of tech-
nical regulations, legal enactments, opinions, customs and usages, which serve
the production, sale and use of alcoholic drinks, did not always exist. Nor has
it grown over night into such an immense poison tree. Since the time when
intoxicating drinks were occasionally used, this dangerous life-destroying foe
to civilization has been given a thousand years of development by utilizing
economic, technical and social inventions and improvements until now it restrains
humanity like a straight-jacket. Manufacturing and capitalistic art, railroad
transportation, airtight bottling, enormous plants, financial corporations, wom-
an’s work and household needs all had to work together before alcoholism in
its present dimensions could be produced. _

To see clearly the great change that has taken place, compare the use of ~
alcohol in Palestine in the time of Christ with our alcoholism of today. There,
in the first place, was a single alcoholic drink, wine, of very limited strength;
here, among us, besides wine, pure and impure, are beer produced in mammoth
factories, and spirits manufactured in numberless distilleries. Then, not.a sing.le
saloon in the present sense; now, innumerable retail places wl’lose'propnetors in
sharp competition try in every conceivable way so to dis.play thelr.wares as to
entice patrons. Then, in Judea, with allowance for exceptions, occasm'na] mgder—
ate drinking, a relatively harmless luxury; now, popular modern?xon widely
s outlay for alcoholic drinks, an almost inestimable eco-
xcess, and poverty of the individual toper;
now, workhouses, poorhouses, hospitals full of the unhappy victimls of alcohol.

Then, an occasional, inconspicuous use of a drink, the essentl.al nature of
the evil effect of which was explained only by
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1m.rr}oderat‘10n‘. Now, among all classes and conditions of life universally pre-
vailing drinking customs which everyone observes, which condemn to scorn

?nd ostracism those who refuse conformity, and which are constantly sucking
innumerable fresh victims into the vortex.

. Alcoholism No Longer An Individual Problem
The d1ﬁeren.ces are great and fundamental. New conditions place upon us
new n‘ufaral requirements. A greater sense of responsibility, more prudence and
rel‘labxhty are demanded of the engineer of a fast locomoti\’re than pof the camel
driver of 2,.000 years ago. Our attitude toward the present demand f lcohol
must be quite different, and far more strict than that of former da iy,
As old as time 'is the fight of mankind against drun e

: ke : e
modern anti-alcohol movement began with combating T

; : ; mtoxication. It con-
tinued a long time until we learned to look upon and to treat cases of inebriety

fr?im the— ztandpoint of 59ci31 ethics. We used to think the drunkard was only
:hiseléi?;’(; mail.wh(; in m?xcusable weakness and evil-mindedness had brought
pon himself. - Thirty years of earnest work have shown that cases of

drunk
enness are above all else symptoms of widespread custom in the use of

alcohol; : i
ol; that they stand in the closest connection with the prevailing alcoholic

society, community and nation; that the
body politic while the real si
sickness has i i
Biriegd e as 1its seat in the blood and brains and
When cholera 5
patient. Orderzraa::are?slcsiec()lutfo‘:enzllr'e tn(')t'satllSﬂed Al ite e indieitud
aintaining health iti inki

eter. i A1y Yy conditions; kin
i in(é,' I'{(()lusis and manner of living are all inspected and im theddn';‘hefi
ene};n : tl—:w ual cases where this causes trouble and is burd Sy .B n
o y ol the community must be fought by the combi e b e
individual must co-operate and ied efforts of all. - Every

- if nec :
him to do so. essary, laws must be invoked to compel

Prevention the Essential

ght against drunken
i nes i
caus;s. It t{nust l&e directed to the prevention of dnsmrl?:;t et T o
reventive efforts in similar i
; eff matters have |
ractice of m i i el -
P edicine is constantly tending away from mere gtOOdt feSultS-f 'Tcllli
.r, reatment of 1ndi-
to a search for causes and methods of preven-

crime and i i
Now, 11: (Sl(;ui(l)clenngx;ets?irfoward the care of the morally endangered
disease which like a cancer Bkl FaaouirEnces Rk d‘ f b
4 ‘ gnaws at social vigor? e
Conservative estimates founded :
country districts place the number
To these belong fully 300,000 unhappy wi
husbands, and also, probably,
army of wretched humanity.

made daily martyrs by their

a & e ol @
million pitiably weak, frail children, an immense

: . picion of hydrophobid,
€servation against it. Should we not then

ncé attention to the drink problem?

the strictest measures are taken for pr
give a thousand times as much care a

From the standpoint of social ethics, the chief propositions affecting the
alcohol question are the following:

1. Through the habitual general use of alcohol there is brought about
a congenital weakness in respect to this narcotic that is shown by a craving
for alcoholic drinks, and at the same time a lowered resistance to its poisonous
influence.

2. This widespread weakness is also a factor in the prevailing drinking
customs, which, by confirming the alcohol bias, or affording numberless occa-
sions for drinking, awaken and develop slumbering tendencies.

3. It follows that today the individual is much more in danger than for-
merly of overstepping the bounds of uninjurious use and of drifting imperceptibly
into drunkenness. Further, in view of all this general danger—as contrasted
with cholera or hydrophobia—much stricter measures of prevention should
be taken than formerly seemed necessary, and it is the duty of the individual
to bring his conduct in this matter into harmony with the needs of society.

From the standpoint of social ethics, therefore, everyone who is seriously
concerned about this matter must ask himself, what can and ought I do in order
that this state of things may be improved?

Breaking the Hold of Custom

The question would receive varying answers from equally earnest persons
interested in social welfare. To me it appears that the general requirement
must be, first, a campaign against the use of intoxicating drink until this cus-
tom loses its commanding place, and until it is no longer beyond the strength
of the individual to hold himself free from it, or at least to guard himself against
injurious use.

The most certain measure—and I believe we must strive for it with all our
might—is to break up further transmission of alcoholic weaknesses by means
of a generation of abstainers and by gradually, but surely, changing the alcoholic
customs.

Give us a generation of abstinent parents, and let the children and grand-
children be born into an alcohol-free society, and the question of a craving
for drink would be solved. Prophylaxis is always better than a belated cure.
The abolition of alcohol, at least under normal conditions, is one of the great-
est tasks of civilization; it is the only certain means of drying up the swamp
of drunkenness.

Custom as a Menace to the Weaker Members of Society

Those who have as yet developed very little social spirit, and, have'a cor-
respondingly large amount of craving for personal pleasure, oppose this idea
which, to them, seems very distasteful. “Let the drunkards drink themselyes
to death, the sooner the better; they care for nothing else and deserve {10t111ng
else,” is the argument. “Drunkards are all a lot of thoroughly w‘eak, ('hseased,
worthless members of society. It would be foolish to let considerations for
such inferior individuals deprive others of a source of eujoym'ent." :

That sounds plausible, but it is a very selfish and ShOI‘t—SIg'llted. view, and
it cannot stand in face of the inexorable seriousness of the situation. Were
all these people actually inferior at birth, or did many of ﬂ](i}‘ﬂ become suc.h
through the temptations to drink which our alcoh.ollzed society put before
them? Have we not all seen examples enough of highly egdowed young peo-
ple, poets and authors even, ending in the deepest alcohol misery? From whom
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il ehioy-get th?lr low 'resisting power? Were there not alcoholized individ-
Efiltste;mtongh'the” B s from whom the injurious influences were trans-
Been abl?e :olsavi?gel;::c’l:'? Have not many delicately organized individuals
not be said, even from ::l R oo, & non-alcoholic environment? Must it
e v »11 : the ‘selﬁsh standpoint, that this great army of mentally

-physically feeble individuals, of only half-responsible men, is a constant

menace to society? i
s kety Do we not see how, out of this morass of silly poison-talk
prings a rank growth of moral coarseness and crime? ,

It i 4
thoughltsl,ezg'\:’lax;dly to clost? one’s eyes to these sorrowful facts. It is more than
ot to work with all one’s might to put an end to this state of things

If it is tr it 1
ue, as it is, that such great numbers of inexperienced weak-willed

men are forced by our drinking custom oy use o
.are Ing customs, almost of ity a i
; | ; necessity be 1r
tendencies and environment, to a craving for drink, and therebyC B
il

Crime, SOCial ethiCS then un i ])
questlona y i i
’ 1 demands that 3.11 lntel]l

possibly into
gent persons
cially by total abstinence fromSttaht;;i Zogether and by every means, but espe-
. angerous subst g ik
ey ! ance, 2 S
g 1Ist any further flood of this black stream of evil and miesreect dh T
. have gone into this point thus Ly
importance of total abstinence from
vyork of rescuing drunkards
life, of all alcoholic drinks,
no two opinions among those

in detail in order to make clear the
the standpoint of social ethics. The

- :
ven c_)f the !1ghest, a fact on which there are
acquainted with the subject.
) : Moderation a Public Peril
ut, of course, the matt
er of drunkenne
ol ss, and the rescy
6 derthdisaad itfhet}:;,h%le [of the alcohol question. E:cr?fi?ntl:é{rirdxs\'clz‘z
e ram . poisoning called intoxicati i
o Shful?iurbé)ezgllf a; };ydrﬁophobia, even then, in t}:;)n:;axzrifassocli:
ge o ht i ‘
e b g against the regular
i Thep::c;r;, which now p%’tSSCS for moderation amongenleral Cullt -
L et ¢ many who still hold the idea that a mag o
. . . n i $
shows serious dij tarry, that is, until he is close to the lin ]may d"ml‘_as
sturbances or ceases to work just “one glase Wf“lf)re . mm(i
) s of beer short o

intoxication.” The : :
. s y still consid ‘hi X
drinking is a er this moderation Tt :
persona . 1ey  bel ~
e | matter and that - A S ieve that such
t it e else should concern himself

In the meantime, it :
from the use of alcohol hbaesgilz:fnmunlrlmsm
.- callgd .noc‘imal by the repres<=.n'caut?vesea
new and rigid moderation is next ¢ )
only occasionally, an : e‘manded, which allo
23 o ijlr'reprga:‘}?:l[;l:n hcautxon. Representative‘smo;d—l:uu}sle o alco]'ml
can exert sufficient resistanc o ~h01.d to the happy convi tc' L
the assistance they give t etlto excl.tz}txon by alcohol, But thc ion that.they
conirbuBiag, Fattes £ theOin e abolition of social alcohol misey g
drinking they strengthen a dcreasc'e of alcoholism, becayse b t(;ry.' They are]
cohol by others. The Conv‘lm_mamtam the reSDECtability’ o)f, thGIr OCCEISIOHCIL
wreal’ fimie, & vést BEUGA S m;on.al moderation which can not e of fa-
ing” to drink is, in fact ,with mﬁtmg, a celebration, without somCCzI}Il_cewe“bo czi
56 smperceatible bl o ot 6t Slreally. assouated with fhe Eomii
p y impairment; but, af d with the beginning

ove all, it i i i
W » 1L 1S a serious public menace

r11<.ab1y demonstrated that the injury
flE;’ and far within the limits that
O the old moderation theory. So, a

s fruitless without complete abandonment for -

hygienically, economically, and morally, and, therefore, in the name of so-

cial ethics is to be vigorously opposed.

Race Welfare to be Considered
includes a whole parcel of dark problems.
Nations appear, rise, fall and disappear. Must it be so? Or is this com-
ing and going dependent upon the mode of life, the fitness and the morality
of the members of the race? These are highly important questions, and tireless
effort should be given to clearing them up.

How does the matter stand with our nation?
we find ourselves on a marked ascent. Is this the case in quality,
fitness? Learned scholars believe that they are compelled to point out indi-
cations of a weakening of national vigor. The increase of nervous and mental
disorders, the great number of feeble-minded, inferior children, the extensive
prevalence of tuberculosis, the increasing aumber of mothers who are unable to
nurse their children, effeminancy and weak will, aversion to the serious strug-
gles of life, eagerness for pleasure, open immorality with all its deplorable
consequences—all these are named as serious indications of a race deterioration

taking place among our people.
Perhaps the evidence of a causal connection between these disturbing

phenomena and the prevailing alcoholism is not entirely clear. But to those
who are willing to listen, experience speaks a plain language, which is wholly in
harmony with the findings of Bunge and Laitinen. Contributory, at least,
to all these troubles is the regular moderate, and still more, the immoderate,
consumption of alcohol. It is the procurer in immorality, it prepares a soil
favorableé to tuberculosis; with whole classes of people it is the cause of
under-nourishment of the children, of weakening the nervous system, of a
lowering of the total life energies.

It may be said: “The use of alcohol seldom kills.” Unfortunately, that is
true. For thereby it acquires the appearance of harmlessness. It contents it-
self with causing slight unnoticed disturbances and weakening, which grad-
ually become cumulative and apparently in the next generation bring about
an unfavorable tendency. Then alcohol can continue its quiet, energy-sapping
work until the degeneracy becomes openly manifest.

For that reason, alcohol is an unsuitable agent for weeding out the
unfit. Those weakened by alcohol do not, indeed, die at once, but before
they do, they transmit their weakness to the next generation. How much of
the nation’s vigor is destroyed every day in the more than 400,000 tap-rooms
in the German countries! True social ethics would take care to preserve
the strength and vigor of the people, their capacity for resistance and de-
fense, and to avoid everything that endangers these priceless possessions.

There is a responsibility toward unborn generations. “That which is
bred in the bone will not die out in the flesh” may be taken as a law of gener-
ation. But where there is generation, there may also be degeneration.
Weakened stock also can transmit itself. More sense of responsibility con-
cerning the health of the next generation and of the whole people, and our
position in regard to alcohol, would be much more decisive.

Social Usefulness the Test of Industry

question and industrial life are extremely
fitness for work and pleasure in work
11

That word “race hygiene,”

In respect to numbers,
in moral

The relations between the alcohol
numerous and complicated. Only by



can a people preserve their health and cfficiency. On the other hand, work,
industry and commerce are not the highest aims.
and the pursuit of business, must serve the welfare o
factory should be written in large letters:
highest law. All work should have an intri
and bodily strength, pleasurable as far as p
contribution to the nation’s work.

All work, manufacturing
f the whole. Over every
The welfare of the people is the
nsic value: as exercise ‘for mental
ossible, but, above all, as a useful

The farmer should be conscious that his plowing
nourish the people; the merchant that he negotiates an
the factory hand that through his work objects of val
that thereby the prosperity of the people is incredsed,
obtain by his work his necessary livelihood is also a first
produces value should receive his wages. But
must not take first place, still less be the onl
contribution of general advantage to society,

and sowing serve to
exchange of benefits;
ue are produced and
That everyone shall
principle. Whoever
personal interest in the profit
y standard. The object must be a

All work which promises no common usefulr
entific, or economic directions from the stand
repudiated. Purely pecuniary interest, money-making alone, tells nothing as
to the moral worth of the work. Even gamblers, traffickers in women and
usurpers “work” in their way, in the interest of money recompense. But
their work is a curse to the public good, they suck their profits from the
blood and life of the people. That stamps their work as immoral and dis-

honorable. That their own character must thereby become brittle and rotten
is, of course, self-evident. i

1ess in mental, artistic, sci-
point of social ethics must be

It is evident that economic life must follow its own economic laws
technical sense, but that in the long run, because it is a human affair
dispense with ethical considerations. Moral law is
the necessities of the inner life; failure to regard i
pairment and disturbances in life development.

Brutal selfishness is the worst enemy of all true culture,
religion are the strongest living forces with which to indefatigah
power and thereby to elevate and purify civilized life. Inconsiderate selfish-
ness has an isolating effect upon economic life; it looks upon man as the means
for accomplishing its purpose, upon the community as material from which it
may get the most possible for its private interests. Its highest principle is

the profit to be obtained at any price, even by robbery of public life and wel-
fare.

in
, 1t cannot
» indeed, the expression of
t must lead to serious im-

Morality and
ly oppose its

Both in private and community life, the distinct purpose of life gets easily
displaced; advantage is not estimated at its true worth; that which has only
a relative value as a means insists upon being regarded an independent end.
Production is important, but the life which it serves is more important. Man
must command production, not production the man. The machine should
make the work of man easier, but the living man is almost in dang.er of bef
coming a slave to the lifeless machine, Capital and capitalism ar’e important
inventions as means of systematizing the exchange of the earth’s pr.oducts,
but woe is man if he falls under the enchantment of gold, if he bows his knee
to Mammon.

A glance at present-day economic life shows how fax: we are yet from the
recognition of this principle, to say nothing of putting it into practice,
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Alcohol an Enemy to High Social Ideals

i i i interests
In the alcohol question, we find the repre.sent:jltxves o‘prergonal i St
in a sharp struggle with the promoters of ethical 1l;1eas.1 h ? _na(;ﬁ:tgrey 2
i iminuti ividends,” cries the alcohol i 5
income, no diminution of our d.1v1 ends, ] : s
damage to public welfare, no diminution of public e:llergy or public morality,
i he opponents of alcohol.
Ik ‘. i “I(nksf Zf)ctial egﬁcs yet to be accomplished is to appeal to
o e i i ily, the church and the state, and
ief f of community life, the family,
gy i ctive members the duties involved. How these
TR o thcll'. g amil hurch and state, are directly op-
ideals of right living, in relation to family, chu . 12
posed to the prevailing use of alcohol, I can only. Ptrleilyloglc;mﬁgeﬁ;y SO O,
h life in a spirit o N
The husband should go throug ' ! ) o
mony; alcohol puts into him the demon of dissension and ]GHIOL;SY. Il;I.e asl}clggo]
rov}i,(i"e the necessary support for the family by regular 'hones wlor ;mts °!
Escs up a large part of his earnings, needed .for supplying actfla \]n)/le C.Xist-
is a sl?'lmc that hundreds of thousands of children lez;d a nnsiq:lrathe e
ence w(ith weak bodies in unhealthy homes. P;lcoh(;l :}?;Syc?wn el
’ i ble feelings, love for : H
f fathers, with other honora %y
zcslzims’ in so many pitiable children honor and respect f<?r.nthei15r ;)OSSible
\threy loving care and deferential respect fail, no proper “t”X‘l]IX cire St amih
T]]CI‘C'\V]'” necessarily be disorderly CO_“dUCt 2_1“_‘1 r“de“iis' et i e
that does not strive to improve family training by the
cohol fails at the most important P01nrt. o S i
2 ure
It is the duty of the state to 1ns Cate Tor Sroser
against attacks from without. Henc'e the demand l}pi?vilti};zeation. s e el
institutions and laws for accomplishing B¢ taSk]S 0'hich leads to innumerable
these matters, it finds itself hampered by alcoh‘o, w 5 e 'phdote,
offenses agaiﬁst the laws, weakens the defensive POlW S eat sums ‘of motley
pairs intellectual and moral strength, and Swallo'vlvisza::iZnA
it shiondd B9 deGig s imI)Olrtzm‘t taSktS ﬁlfcectli‘/.r:rr the i]igl1est needs of the
-ches’ care of souls aims a ting < cEran
mindThalCndChElc;lr]tC'q at satisfying the inner de:‘,llre for iiecl)irisr?ti Ml o
' o dings and commu od.
joy and beautiful surrounding ! p b
;Zor;];’d f;)I:dJlC:zmorable and just and 110.13’ it Che”Shfj “zlt:m]OZF e ’soul.
\;'itg;] truth and mercy from above bmld.s up the. 'mgauses e o st o
Alcohol dulls susceptibility to religious 111ﬂue11Fes,(;t 1; e litestld o
thi - 3 tal ;d moral, an indifference which dully rep
lings mental a al,

: : . d
i icoholic doze his conscience an
i i ts to sleep in an a
higher life. The man who pu

e o coitati roceeds from
his si 45 cks exaltation in the illusion and e.\c1tat1](lm t(I;\z}inerz ?)f feht and
2 51111.1\\'1}0 dsebmin shuts against himself the door to the p

an alcoholize ain,

igi i ne the work of
strength and to the higher life in .relxglon. ]Wllt-zla:]?cil:q i;goh e
the CEUI'C{I will but seldom, and that mcon‘]p]ct(‘ Y, S
‘ = Conclusions ‘ : —
om the standpoint of social ethlcs,' we ﬁnd. (;ve;:ys
injurious influence of alcoholism, which 16;
. It is hard traveling through a cloud.h t
forward through the alcohol cloud. '\Nl en
ol swamp, to rise above the cloud, c'>r when,
derstanding break through this foggy

Whichever way we look fx."
where the hindering, depressmg_.
like a thick mist over all situations.
it very difficult for mankind to g0
shall we be able to dry up the alcohi ‘
at least, will the sunbeams of a better un
veil? i



Srml’;[‘tlgs m?stllrr;pcltrtant question, therefore, is not, does the smallest con
1 n of alcohol injure me? But, what ‘
i ] 7 . can I do, how shall I so order
my gf.eﬁ:th.at our nation may free itself from the meshes of alcoholism?
i < i .
TPy v::lo;a}o,f 2llxltllowledged apd awakening of conscience are the directions in
proceed immediately. Exampl i
; ay a . nr 1y. ple, particularly on the part
:n;i]hgse bold1ng glﬂuentlal positions, will do much to promote progress Wr;len
ing is regarded by the leading circles i :
; i L of society as no lon
s ger good form,
5 h(ioml;uond is alreac'ly greatly endangered; when this view becomes general
LI (s)f erta y essentially won. Let us place a high value upon the forma-
o dv? er customs: Custom, the outcome of many persons acting together
= dpr'ok{gxous educational power in the service of morality. Displacin “es’
terco‘:m ing cll‘listgms by higher, finer forms of good fellowship and so%i:;‘in
rse wou e an important social-ethical ad i t
oo e SC . cal advance. The aristocracies of
! y, the physician, judge, cler
. . : gyman, te i
of all ranks, should strike the key-note in this matter R
SOCiietﬂ:}s 1cornbmz with intelligent clemency toward the drinker based upo
-ethical considerations, a discriminatin i §
¢ . r g protest against fallaci i
-~ T : allacious =
Slxﬁgnecsesmwﬁzltlon; .and against prevailing immorality, those indefensible cirgng
rive so many of our fellow-men dire i f
; : ctly into the
co.hohsrn. Improvement in these matters would soon put 1 Fk 3.1-
i put a short stop to this
On the other hand, ev i
. £ ery curtailment of the use of
; her I alcohol
ei(s;;.r thhe hygienic, 'economlc and moral progress of the people ch,:,ltld lll?ke
P. e. what can !)e 1m'proved. . Encumbering our position with 111.1 risd e
1r}1ust1c€zdmust bring with it internal and external evils. Let us fo Wlstl?m e
= : ; b rm i
¥ qnfl e;mg the question as a whole, of striving to get beyond the i de' }'lablt
- I}n o the broad f.ie'ld of common interest. All work devoted t tl-iIl 1V1d1‘131
of all returns to fertilize and enrich the soul of the giver. Pow i i
are at work. Let them be opposed by the forces .of ditans 1111.(1 arpen
goodness, vitality, truth,

love, courage and the spiri f sacrifice These
ve, pirit of sacri A y i ves the r
A : h carr mn themsel €s h gua =
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